2     CANONICAL AND   UNCANONICAL   GOSPELS.

question concerns now a matter of fact, and
therefore of evidence. Do we possess the same
authoritative documents of the faith as the
earliest Christians possessed? Do we regard
as authorities for the story of Christ the
writings which they regarded as such authori-
ties ? When we have our answer, we are very
near to the answer to the supreme question of
Christian evidences, i.e. Have we the same story
of the life and teaching and death of Christ as
the earliest Christians had ?

As soon as we are assured that we have the
very story in attestation of which the first
followers of Christ suffered or laid down their
lives, we already have good reason for belief,
but the story admits further testing'. When
we try the Four Gospels by the ordinary tests
used to try the trustworthiness of any ancient
record, we are brought to the conclusion that
they contain the evidence of those who were
at once eye-witnesses and men of candour. It
is difficult to resist the conclusion that the
evangelists either had themselves moved among
the events of which they wrote, or else had
received their narratives directly from those
who had done so.